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Coping With the Copula: |

Two Flavors of Copula Statements

There are a host of uses of the copula, that pesky "is," but we'll start with the most basic noun
statements. A good starting place to master this "defective verb" is to recognize the two most common
noun patterns, one of which is used for classification, and the other which is used to make specific
identifications.

But don't worry about that for now, and don't even bother to open your dictionary, because you don't
need to know what anything means. Just look for a word pattern, a grammatical pattern, that would
allow you to reliably sort the list of copula statements below into two piles -- and, of course, to be able
to explain how you separated the two types.

is € sin an figidr a bheidh a lorg ag an rialtas sa buiséad seo
iséan TD is lu freastail ar an Dail € McDaid

Is iad Padraig O hAolain, Priomhfheidhmeannach Udarés na Gaeltachta; Muireann Ni Mhérain,
Priomhfheidhmeannach na Comhairle um Oideachas Gaeltachta agus Gaelscolaiochta (COGG); agus
Feargal O Cuilinn, Stiarthéir Comhluadar, a bhi mar phriomh-aoichainteoiri ar an Ia.

“Is é an bhunfhadhb leis an Straitéis, im’ thuairimse,

“Is sampla iontach é Bioshell

Is udar misnigh é gno mar seo a fheicedil ag fas

Is tionscnamh é Cnoc Suain ata bunaithe ag Dearbhaill Standin agus Charlie Troy
Is duaiseanna iad ata fiordheacair a bhuachan

Is clar deonach é “Cothd”

IS grapa beag de chaigear iad ‘Ealaiontéiri Chois Fharraige’

Is iad na healaiontiri sa ngriipa seo n4, Dara McGee, Diarmuid O Ruiséal, Andrea Rossi,
Is buntéiste indireach don Stat é

Is iad seo na chéad chéimeanna doibh siad

is earnail é at4 ag fas iontach tapa ar fad,

is € an pointe ata tabhachtach

Is fostdir comhionannas deiseanna i Ollscoil na hEireann, Gaillimh.

Is eagraiocht phobail nuabhunaithe € Comharchumann Mhic Dara Teo

Is post bliana ar conradh até i gceist
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Is Scoil lan-Ghaeilge é FIONTAR

Is réigian carrach, sléibhtitil ata i gcuid mhor de thir na hlar-1agslaive.
Is € an file Crditeach Mile PeSorda a thug dom i i gCill Dara ar fhéile
is tir gan chésta gan chalafort ata sa tSeirb.

Is pacaiste eolais é do dhaltai

Is strainséiri iad thart ar 25% den phobal

Is é téama na seachtaine i mbliana na “Ar nAit Sa Spas”.

Is i aidhm an lae na deis a thabhairt do dhaoine 6ga

Is i Katie Taylor Seaimpin na hEorpa

Is é Niall McCann, Stiarthéir Spoirt ag Scoil Naomh Pol, a thosaigh an tionscnamh seo
Is saroiliunoir é Paidi

is € an t-aon jab ata ag coitsealai
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